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INTRODUCTION 



The Dadibi language is spoken by 5,000 to 6,000 
people living in the Karimui, Daribi and Bomai Census 
Divisions of the Karimui area of the Chimbu District, 
and by dwellers in three small villages along the Erave 
River in the Kerabi Census Division of the Southern 
Highlands District. Wiirm (1962:118) calling it "Mikaru", 
has classified Dadibi as a language of the East New 
Guinea Highlands (Micro) Phylum, not belonging to the 
East New Guinea Highlands Stock and only very distantly 
related to the stock. Franklin (1968:25) includes the 
language in his "Mikaruan Family", which is being re- 
named "Teberan Family". This is described in the 
chapter, "The Teberan Language Family", by George 
Mac Donald, in "The Linguistic Situation in the Gulf 
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District and Adjacent Areas, Papua New Guinea", K.J. 
Franklin, ed. Forthcoming as Pacific Ling;uistics » 
Series 0, No. 26. 

The three Erave River villages were only recently 
discovered to be Dadibi speakers. Several minor speech 
differences were noted, but determination of any possible 
further divergencies from the bulk of Dadibi speakers 
awaits further study. 

This paper is a description of the phonemes and 
syllable structures in Dadibi. Whereas our previous 
analysis concentrated on tone in reference to the 
syllable, shifting our emphasis to word tone analysis 
leads to a better description of tone, stress and 
length which are all interrelated on the word level. 
There is a brief discussion of intonation on the 
phrase level. 

Conclusions regarding phonological features of 
Dadibi were reached with the aid of a concordance of 
16,000 words of Dadibi text, produced by a joint project 
of the Oklahoma University Research Institute and the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics, which was partially 
supported by Grant GS-1605 of the National Science 
Foundation. 
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